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Russian.  I’m sure it had not 
been one of my four Russian 
words.  For a moment there, I 
had heard a sound I knew.  
 There it was again!  Only 
this time my brain registered the 
sound.  Laughter.    

I sat there musing on 
this as I listened to the incompre-
hensible flow of their words.  I 
smiled every time I heard one of 
them laugh.  I did not understand 
the conversation, but I under-
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Tower of Babel 

I was sitting in the Moscow airport when I heard it.   
After four days in Russia, I had managed 

to increase my Russian vocabulary by 400%.  
From zero words to four:  tea, thank you, no, yes.  
In that order, apparently the four most critical 
words for a traveler to Moscow.  Or at least the 
four I encountered frequently enough to learn.  
Needless to say, as I was waiting for my outbound 
plane and listening to the chatter around me, I 
was at a loss regarding what was actually being 
said.  Until I heard it.  A familiar sound that caused 
me to suddenly pay attention.  Was someone 
speaking English?  I looked around as I listened 
intently, but everyone around me was speaking 

“But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness 

like an ever-flowing stream.” Amos 5:24 
 At my church in West Lafayette, 
a group of us is meeting monthly to talk 
about racism in ourselves, in the church, 
and in our society. We have only met a 
few times, but already the things we 
have learned and the awareness we 
have gained are significant. We have a 
long way to go, but it is important that we 
have started wrestling with this deep-
rooted sin within ourselves. 
 One of the first things we 
watched is an 18-minute video by Phil 
Vischer titled “Race in America.” Who is 
Phil Vischer? He’s a Christian who is 
best known as the creator and storyteller 
behind Veggie Tales, an animated video 
series which teaches kids about courage, 
faith and other virtues. We watched the 
Veggie Tales videos with our kids when 
they were younger, and now we watch 
them with our grandkids. They are hilari-
ous and do a great job of teaching clas-
sic Bible stories like David & Goliath and 
Daniel in the lions’ den. 
 So what is the “Race in America” 
video? It provides some helpful back-
ground information for white Christians 
about racial injustice in America. Here is 

how Phil Vischer introduces it:  
 

“We need to talk about race. 
Why are people angry? Why so upset? 
Didn't we elect a black president? Pass 
civil rights laws? Isn't racism illegal 
now? Three years ago my brother Rob 
and I co-taught a class that discussed 
issues of racial injustice. That class 
turned into a popular podcast episode, 
which we've now turned into this video. 
Why are people still angry? Let's take a 
look at race in America.” 

 

 I strongly recommend that you 
watch “Race in America.” It is available 
on YouTube at the following address: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=AGUwcs9qJXY  In the coming months, 
I will share other resources that we’ve 
read/watched and discussed in our 
group. 

“I have a dream that my four little chil-
dren will one day live in a 

nation where they will not be judged by 
the color of their skin, 

but by the content of their character.” 

 Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Peace, Pastor 

We try to include all member submissions received.  Please forgive any 
omissions made.  They are accidental, please be assured. 

https://hangouts.google.com/?action=chat&pn=%2B15745836356&hl=en&authuser=0
mailto:ddevoe@ceres.coop
tel:(574)%20870-3104
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGUwcs9qJXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGUwcs9qJXY
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 “..if it is leadership, let him  
govern diligently;…”   
Romans 12:8 

From the President of Our  
Congregation 

The Ministries of 
New Hope  

Lutheran Church 
“So the Twelve gathered all the disci-
ples together and said, ‘It would not 
be right for us to neglect the ministry 
of the word of God in order to wait 
on tables.  Brothers, choose seven 

men from among you who are known 
to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  

We will turn this responsibility over to 
them and will give our attention to 

prayer and the ministry of the word.’” 
ACTS 6: 2-4 

Support of our pastoral staff is giv-

en, in part, by the following church 

ministries. 
 

External Ministries 
Vacant at Present 

 

Internal Ministries 
Ruth Erdmann 

erdmanns@comcast.net 
 

Properties 
Glen Haskell 

 

Worship 
Vacant at Present 

Well, here we are again–another 
month of craziness.  We all are 
missing having our own service and 
time for fellowship; but you all con-
tinue to give faithfully.  We still con-
tinue to have monthly bills, some-
what less than before, but they still 
have to be paid.  We have dropped 
off a little in our Sunday offerings, 
but appreciate those who continue 
to give faithfully so that we can con-
tinue to  

“Share God’s gift with all,  
proclaiming New Hope in Jesus”  

 

God Bless,  
 
Jane. Treasurer 

Worship  

Sunday @ 9:00 AM 

Open Forum 10:30 AM 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

 

Items for the  
New Hope Notes and Happenings 

(NH)²  

need to be submitted to Ted or 
Gretchen Leuenberger by the 

third Sunday of the month pri-
or to the month you wish it to 
appear.  You may submit your 
information through the mail, 

4900 North Boxman Place, Mon-
ticello, IN 47960; e-mail, 

gal4900@gmail.com; by phone, 
(574)297-5455; or by dropping 
off the article in the church of-

fice.  (NH)² will be distributed by 

the end of the month.  

Information about special days 
that occur during this month 

will be found on pages 3 and 9 
and can be identified with the 

balloon borders, 

 A Time for  

Everything 

 

There is a time for 
everything, and a 
season for every 
activity under the 

heavens…” 
 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1 

“2018 - 2019 Daily Holidays by Month.  
     Wacky, Bizarre Days, Holiday  
     Insights.” 2017 - 2018 Daily  
     Holidays by Month. Wacky, Bizarre  
     Days, Holiday Insights, holidayin 
     sights.com/moreholidays/index.htm.  

Board of Finance 

“But seek His  
kingdom” 

Luke 12: 31 

 

(574)297-8759 
 

P.O. Box 869  
Monticello, Indiana  47960 

 

newhopelutheranelca 
@gmail.com  

Monday: 
3:00-6:30 
Tuesday: 
9:00-12:00 

Wednesday:   
CLOSED 

 
Thursday:   
CLOSED 
Friday:  

3:00-6:30 

“For where two or three are gathered 
in my name, I am there among them.” 
– Matthew 18: 20 (NRSV) 
 
If you visit our New Hope website and 
go to the “Visit Us” tab, you will see 
the following: 
 
“Worship stands at the center of our 
life of faith. Through God’s word, wa-
ter, bread and prayer we are nurtured 
in faith and sent out into the world. 
Worship is central to everything we 
do, unites us in celebration, engages 
us in thoughtful dialogue and helps us 
grow in faith. It grounds us in our 
Christian roots while demonstrating 
practical relevance for today’s world. 

    In worship we give thanks in prayer 
and song.  We raise our voices      
together as we confess our human 

SEE PRESIDENT       (Continued on page 4) 

mailto:ddevoe@ceres.coop
mailto:jane-devoe@comcast.net
mailto:newhopelutheranelca@gmail.com
mailto:newhopelutheranelca@gmail.com
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 We continue examining the 
Lord’s Prayer.  The prayer, given to 
us by Christ Himself and found in 
Matthew can be considered the per-
fect model of a prayer.  The prayer 
is probably the most said, through-
out the world; however, do we know 
what the meaning behind the words 
we say is, in almost rote fashion, so 
very often?  With the help of Martin 
Luther, we will break down these 
precious words and hopefully assist 
us in better understanding what we 
are saying to God as we pray this 
most special prayer. 
 As we review the prayer, 
with the help of Luther’s Small Cate-
chism, we will break the prayer up 
in the sections given us by him.  
Each portion of the prayer will be 
presented twice.  The first are the 
words we traditionally say and the 
second the way it appears in some 
Bible translations.  Following this, 

 

Monthly Celebrations for  
September: 

Baby Safety Month 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Self Improvement Month 

  Learning of other faiths: 
18th  Rosh Hashanah—The 

date varies annually and 
begins at sundown, cele-
brating the Jewish New 
Year.  One of the holiest 
days in the Jewish year, it 
celebrates the creation of 
the world. 

 “This, then, 
is how you 

should pray:
…”  

Matthew 6: 9 
 

Learning 
about the 

Lord’s 
Prayer 

will be Luther’s explanation, through 
the use of petitions (statements of a 
cause of action) 

The Seventh Petition 
But deliver us from evil. 
But deliver us from evil. 
What does this mean? 

We pray in this petition, in sum-
mary, that our Father in heaven 
would rescue us from every evil of 
body and soul, possessions and 
reputation, and finally when our last 
hour comes, gives us a blessed end, 
and graciously take us from this val-
ley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 
Martin Luther's Small Catechism with  
 Explanation. Concordia  
 Publishing House 1986.  

Praying for Those Who Need Courage… 

Working with  
Daily Trials: 

Greater Monticello  
Community, Monticello 

Mayors Office, Officials with 

the city of Monticello,  

Conservation Officers,  

Indiana State Police, Dave 

Woodhams, Edith Marie 

Langman, Holly Connor, 

Carinne Henderson, Lisa 

Baxter, Mylie Logan, Dawson 

Marburger, Matt Deal. 

Facing Life’s  
Long-Term  
Challenges: 

 
JoAnn Miller,  
Caitlin Conn,  

George Cleefman,  
Jennie Peters,  

Dave Kelly,  
Richard Bailey.  

Dealing with Chronic 
Illness  
or are  

Homebound: 
 

Claude Culross,  
Frank Kupec, Mike Culross,  

Dorothy Keever, Walter 
Sagil, Larry Foddrill, Andy 
Heaton, Carolyn O’Neal, 

Shelly Wiseley,  
Anita Closson, Doug Wil-

burn, Bill Maegldin  

As They Serve Our Country: 
Ty Barnes, Cameron Burgess, Reece Edwards, Thomas Hiddle  

As Partners in God’s Mission: 
New Hope Lutheran, Bishop Bill Gafkjen and the Indiana/Kentucky Synod, Jeff 
Truscott, missionary in Singapore, Kathleen Lutz, missionary in Nairobi, Kenya, 
Monticello First Presbyterian Church 

http://holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/October/hindu-dilawi-day.htm
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stood the laughter. Laughter sounds 
the same in any language. 
 The Bible tells us that God 
introduced the world languages at 
the Tower of Babel.  Until then, the 
whole world had one language and a 
common speech.  Then the men of 
Babylonia said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city with a tower that 
reaches to the heavens, so that we 
may make a name for ourselves and 
not be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth” (Genesis 11:4).  But as 
Solomon noted, unless the Lord 
builds the house, the builders labor 
in vain (Psalm 217:1).  And the Lord 
was less than supportive of man’s 
latest endeavor.  The Lord said, “If 
as one people speaking the same 
language they have begun to do this, 
then nothing they plan to do will be 
impossible for them.  Come, let us go 
down and confuse their language so 
they will not understand each other.”  
So the Lord scattered them from 
there over all the earth, and they 
stopped building the city (Genesis 
11:6-8). 
 At first glance, this may 
seem a little uncalled for.  What’s 
wrong with a little global collabora-
tion?  I think the answer lies in that 
one phrase embedded in mankind’s 
plan: “Come, let us build ourselves a 
city…so that we may make a name 
for ourselves…” (Genesis 11:4).  
People were once again falling away 
from God’s purposes and thinking 
instead only of themselves.  They 
were not glorifying God, or even ac-
knowledging Him.  It was the original 
sin all over again – snubbing our 
Creator and grasping glory for our-
selves.  I can almost hear the resig-
nation in God’s voice.  See Him 
shaking His head with a sigh.  “Will 
they never learn?”  People were 
once more on track to distance them-
selves from God, and God in His wis-
dom put a stop to it.  Just as He sent 
Adam and Eve from the Garden, so 
He sent the people from Babylonia. 
From there the Lord scattered them 
over the face of the whole earth 
(Genesis 11:9b). 
 And yet, God left one piece 
of language the same.  No matter 
where in the world we are, laughter 
and tears are the universal language.  
I think this tells us something of what 
God expects from our relationships 

(Continued from page 1)   JANET with one another.  When someone we 
cannot speak to is crying, we have no 
response but to cry with them.  When 
someone we cannot speak to is laugh-
ing, we have no response but to laugh 
with them.  God confused the lan-
guages of the world, but He left us 
enough language in common that we 
could share what is clearly of foremost 
importance.  

Laughter and tears.  Compas-
sion and joy. A conversation not to glo-
rify ourselves, but to share with one 
another. 

That is why it was called Babel – be-
cause there the Lord confused the lan-
guage of the whole world.  From there 
the Lord scattered them over the face 

of the whole earth. Genesis 11:9 
http://mustardpatch.wordpress.com 

Beagle, Janet. “Various  
     Writings.”TheMustard 
     Patch, mustardpatch. 
     wordpress.com/about/.  

failings, pray for God’s creation and 
sing traditional and praise hymns. We 
worship through our Liturgy, connect-
ing with our Triune God, each other 
and the world. 
     Central to our worship life is the 
presence of God through word and 
sacrament. The word proclaimed and 
the sacraments —both Holy Baptism 
and Holy Communion — are called the 
means of grace. We believe that Jesus 
Christ is present in these means 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Sometimes we describe worship as a 
“gathering around the means of grace.” 
     There is a basic pattern for our wor-
ship. We gather. We encounter God’s 
word. We share a meal at the Lord’s 
table. We are sent into the world. But 
we do not think about worship in terms 
of what we do, for it should not be 
about what we are doing for God.  
Worship is fundamentally about what 
God is doing for us. In worship, we re-
spond to God’s action. Worship is an 
encounter with God, who saves us 

(Continued from page 2)      PRESIDENT 

through the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.” 
 Based on “Worship”, found on 
the ELCA website, this summary of 
what worship means to a Lutheran 
hits the nail on the head. Worship is 
where we meet God, where we 
acknowledge Him in our lives, where 
we receive His grace, and where we 
in turn, go out into the world and pro-
claim that grace to our neighbors. 
     Worship for us, and in fact for all 
churchgoers, has become somewhat 
tenuous. COVID19 has altered the 
landscape of our lives in immeasura-
ble ways, more than likely for months, 
perhaps years to come. We as Lu-
therans use our time together on Sun-
day to meet God in person, to rever-
ence all He does in and through us, 
and to recharge our spiritual batteries 
in order to go out into a world that 
seems to recognize Our Father less 
and less with each passing moment. 
     In our current format of gathering 
together on Sundays, we have lost 
everything we hold dear in a service. 
The Liturgy, an order of service which 
allows us to sing, pray and proclaim 
the victory on the cross, it’s meaning 
and promise to all of God’s children, 
and something those who don’t expe-
rience can not grasp its significance in 
worshipping Our Creator, is some-
thing I for one sorely miss. I’m sure 
you are no different. It is my prayer 
that we can rectify that soon. 
     Meanwhile, I urge you to continue 
to either attend service in person, 
watch it on Facebook Live, or catch it 
later on YouTube or the website. 
While we may feel we are not being 
nourished as we sit in a pew or listen 
on our couch, the Spirit is present, 
living in us so that He can guide us to 
show others what we have gained 
from a relationship with God and the 
salvation won by Jesus. When we 
understand that, we can do what we 
at New Hope are called to do, sharing 
God’s gifts with all, proclaiming new 
hope in Jesus. 
 

In His Service, Jim Culross 

http://mustardpatch.wordpress.com
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“Worship the Lord 
with gladness; come 
before him with joyful 
songs.” 

Psalm 100: 2 

Musical Worship 

2020 Series from Frank Walker 
Why Should We Sing to the Lord? 

LORD JESUS CHRIST,  
BE PRESENT NOW 

We don’t often sing gathering hymns, 
so I thought this month I would give a 
history of one common Lutheran 
hymn.  This hymn was composed by 

Wilhelm 11, Duke of Sachs-Weimar 
born in the castle in Altenburg, present 
day Germany.  He was educated at the 
University of Jena, studying music and 
math.  He became involved in the Thir-
ty Years War since he controlled the 
government of Weimar.  Gustavus 
Adolphus, king of Sweden, entered this 
territory to try and control it.  Wilhelm 
was severely injured and put in prison.  
When the war was over he restored 
peace and godliness under his rule.  It 
was then that he found his peace with 
God and devoted his time to poetry 
and music, thence this his only hymn. 
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 It is amazing to realize how 
quickly this year is moving by.  There 
are times that it seems like it has 
been a long time since we learned 
about the Coronavirus--and how long 
it has been since we were able to 
worship together in the Chapel in our 
Worship Service?  And then at other 
times, it feels like life is moving along 
very quickly.  One thing I know, the 
Lord is with me every day and he is 
looking after Jane and me, and our 
family all the time.  I am so thankful 
for the Love that we receive and ex-
perience from Jesus Christ--our Lord 
and Savior.  I am thinking about what 
each of us are experiencing as a 
result of the Virus and the interrup-
tion of our comfort and peace that we 
have had with our New Hope Church 
experience.  But Christ is always with 
us. 
 We, and all of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in the other con-
gregations and synods across the 
country and the world, have explored 
different ways to proclaim God’s 
word while physically separated.  
Many have utilized technology to 
offer times of worship and devotion.  
Some are finding helpful ways to 
interact with one another in real time, 
while others have created meaning-

ful opportunities for worship on their 
own time, with or without the need of 
technology.  We long to return to wor-
ship in person in our own Lutheran 
Service.  Even as communities are 
making careful and cautious decisions 
about when they can and will gather in 
person for worship, we continue to find 
ways to offer our prayer, proclamation 
and praise.  As was written in the “Use 
of the Means of Grace”–Principle 53—
“On the grounds of the Word and 
promise of God, the Church prays, in 
the power of the Spirit and in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for all the great needs 
of the world.” 
 As we read God’s word in our 
devotions or hear it proclaimed in wor-
ship, we are called to pray for the 
church and its mission, for the care of 
creation, for the end to racial injustice 
and all injustice in the world, for those 
who suffer, for an end to this virus and 
for those who have died in faith.  From 
these prayers we are called to action.  
We are called to be Christ’s presence 
in the world.  May our dwelling in the 
word call us to prayer and lead us to 
witness to the gospel of Christ in the 
world, even if that witness may need to 
take on different forms during the pan-
demic.  May you notice love of God in 
Christ Jesus among us and share that 
love with one another. I encourage 
each of us to reach out to each other in 
our congregation and to our other 
friends and family, so that they may 
see Christ through what we do and 
say.  God Bless you All!!!   
Deano 

Musical Program Planning from  
Dean DeVoe 

“O come, let us sing unto the 
Lord: let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our  
salvation.” 

Psalm 95:1  
New Hope Musical  

Programming 

This hymn was translated from the 
German into English by Catherine 
Winkworth.  If you browse through 
your hymnal you will find that she 
translated many German hymns into 
English, nineteen to be exact.  She 
was born in England (1827) and 
taught by her mother.  She moved to 
Germany to live with relatives and 
became enthused with German poet-
ry and music.  She was an early ad-

vocate for woman’s rights and higher 
education. 

Looking for some words to find 
peace in this crazy world.  Try 
some of these: 
“May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in 

Him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.”   
ROMANS 15: 13 

“Be glad for all God is planning for 
you.  Be patient in trouble and 

prayerful always.” 
ROMANS 12: 12 

“Be still and know I am God.” 
PSALM 46:10 

“The LORD your God is with you. 
...He will take great delight in you.” 

ZEPHANIAH 3: 17 
“Do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.  And the 
peace of God will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 

PHILIPPIANS 4: 6-7 
“Pray without ceasing.” 
1 THESSALONIANS 

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.” 

PSALM 23: 1 
“The LORD is good to all, and His 
compassion is over all that He has 

made.” 
PSALM 145: 9 
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And what was God’s answer 

to him?  Romans 11: 4 
Citation: 
“Paul's Missionary Journeys Bible Word Search Puzzles: Bible Word Search Puzzles.” 

ShareFaith, www.sharefaith.com/image/paul's-missionary-journeys-bible-word-
search-puzzles.html. 

 H Y R U O D Z L B D O W U E L 

U U R S H B G A E R A G U W M 

V E H A P Q R M H T S J A I L 

F I D J N N V H M T T B Q H P 

P L J L A O C C O J U E W A B 

M U Q B J A I R E B C S R N O 

Q J A Z E N M S A R T T J S G 

X S T R R T J O S Y Y O V J B 

N W P G G N G D E I H N I S O 

E A R T H Q U A K E M I S L V 

D O B J O J P F Y U Y N L U U 

X C Z D L A M V Y X E G A C N 

E N Q U I B H L G Y H L N L K 

K W A J R B T M O K W P D H Y 

H P K A S U Z G D L K O F J J 



Check out the church’s website  http://www.newhopelutheranelca.com/ 
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Internet Advisory:  Whenever using the internet, it is wise to insure that your source is reliable, accurate, and a credible 
source.  Intelligent and resourceful people investigate facts gained from the internet to assure their validity. 

 

“I will proclaim the name of the Lord.”  Deuteronomy 32:3 

Thomanson, Steve. “Paul's Letters.” Steve Thomason, 19 June 2020, www.stevethomason.net/studies/the-bible
-bookshelf/pauls-letters/. On the Web 

 We are all aware of 
the story of Paul—the 
young man who was perse-
cuting early Christians.  
Then along the road to Da-
mascus, he is struck to the 
ground with a blinding light 
taking his sight.  Jesus talks 
to him, telling him to go on 
to the city and wait for di-
rections.  The disciple, Ana-
nias, meets him and gives 
Paul directions from the 
Lord to become a disciple 
for Christ.  The story is told 
in detail in chapter 9 of the 
book of Acts.  He went on 
to become one of early 
Christianity’s best known 
apostles.   
 We know that Paul 
wrote a great deal of the 
Bible’s New Testament.  
This site tells about those 
books.  We will share the 
second half of Paul’s writ-
ings, from this site, in Octo-
ber. 
NOTE: 
Many of the materials at the 
site have a cost. 
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P.O. Box 869 

Monticello, Indiana  47960 

Sharing God's gifts with all, Proclaiming new 
hope in Jesus! 

Phone: 574-297-8759 
Email: newhopelutheranelca@gmail.com  

N E W  H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

Coronavirus Jokes to Retrain Your Face How to Smile 
 
What should you do if you don’t understand a Coronavirus joke? Be patient. 
 

I’ll tell you a Coronavirus joke now, but you’ll have to wait two weeks to see if you got it. 
 

What’s the difference between COVID-19 and Romeo and Juliet? One’s the Coronavirus and the other is a 

Verona crisis. 

So many Coronavirus jokes out there, it’s a pundemic. 

If there’s a baby boom nine months from now, what will happen in 2033?  There will be a whole bunch of 

quaranteens. 
 

Did you hear the joke about the germ?  Never mind, I don’t want to spread it around. 

 
Yeah, I have plans tonight. I’ll probably hit the living room around 8 or 9. 

What types of jokes are allowed during quarantine?  Inside jokes! 

mailto:newhopelutheranelca@gmail.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/Jokes/comments/fjz1cz/if_you_dont_understand_a_coronavirus_joke_be/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Jokes/comments/fk86wf/let_me_tell_you_this_coronavirus_joke/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/flwxfr/whats_the_difference_between_covid19_and_romeo/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/fkexfs/the_world_has_been_taken_storm_by_jokes/
https://www.boredpanda.com/quarantine-coronavirus-jokes/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=organic
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/fltrbh/did_you_hear_the_joke_about_the_germ/

