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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

R: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You
call all nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of jus-
tice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your com-
ing is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath.
Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for
he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

C: Amen. (After the conclusion of the prayer, the wreath is Iit as
we sing)

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah — ELW 240
1. Light one candle to watch for Messiah:

let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel,

God fulfills the promise.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS




GATHERING HYMN - O Come, O Come, Emmanuel — ELW 257
1. Come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

4. Come, O Branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain

7. Come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8. Come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

GREETING

A: Thﬁ grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: Stir up Kour power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming
of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.




OLD TESTEMENT READING: ISAIAH 64:1-9

'0 that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence —
“as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your resence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
*You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed
®We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
"There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;

for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.

8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19
'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
?In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.

®Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

0 Lord God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people.

pray?
°You have fed them with the bread of tears;
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you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
®You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

"L et your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
'"®And so will we never turn away from you:
glve us life, that we may call upon your name.
“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

NEW TESTEMENT READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1: 3-9

*| give thanks to my God aIways for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, >for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of eyery kind—°%just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you— ’so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. ®He will also stren%then you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9GoE |sdfa|thful, by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING: MARK 13:24-37
L: The Holy gospel according to Mark.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light,

**and the stars will be falling from heaven,

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

®Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glo-
ry. °’Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

*8«From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. *So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates OTruly | t%II you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. *'Heaven
angi earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

*‘But about that day or hogr no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but onI3y the Father. **Beware, keep alert for you do not know when the
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts
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his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on
the watch. **Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master (gf the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or gt cockcrow, or at dawn, *°or else
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.

"And what | say to you | say to
all: Keep awake.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message
“The Power of Hope” [

Dean DeVoe

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken)

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For
Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

BLESSING

A: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit
guide your journey, *+ now and forever.

C: Amen.




SENDING HYMN

Soon and Very Soon
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ICoda after stanza 4
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Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON., Andraé Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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SENDING
A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

C: Sharing God’s gifts with all, proclaiming new hope in
Jesus! Thanks be to God.
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\\\ because of his grace
given you in Christ Jesus.




